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*March 2003 rate preliminary 
** Cascade=Great Falls MSA 
Missoula=Missoula MSA 
Yellowstone=Billings MSA 
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MARCH 2003 HIGHLIGHTS 



Unemployment 

Seasonally adjusted (preliminary March 2003 data) 




1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

M ontana'sseasonally adjusted unemployment ratecontinues 
to be lower than the U .S. rate. T he state's M arch unem- 
ployment of 4.2 percent was 1.6 percentage points lower 
that the nation's. 

Earnings 

Average weeky earnings for M ontana's private sector produc- 
tion workers were up 5.8 percent over the year in M arch, 
outpacing the 3.0 percent over-the-year increase in U .S. 
inflation. 

Nonag Payroll Employment 

Montana Jobs (Seasonally Adjusted) 
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*Private educational services. (Public education is included in the government sector.) 

Montana's seasonally-adjusted, nonagricultural payroll 
ennploynnent was up about 1,000 jobs (0.3 percentage 
points) over the year in M arch. T he largest over-the-year 
gains were in construction, financial activities and leisure 
& hospitality. 
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CENSUS NEWS 

July 1,2002 county 
population estimates 

The U.S. Census Bureau 
recently released July 1, 
2002 population estinnates 
for Montana's counties. 
Below are connparisons with 
April 1, 2000 population 
estinnates for M ontana's 8 
nnost populated counties. 

Percent 
County 7/1/02 4/1/00 Change 
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Fornnoreinfornnation, 
visit the M ontana Census 
and Econonnic Infornnation 
C enter website at http:// 
ceic.connnnerce.state.mt.us. 
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i^-MAIL 
OR E -MAIL? 

Please let us know! 












United States Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

All Items - Not Seasonally Adjusted 

Index 1982-84=100 MafCh U.S. 


Ifyou would likeusto e- 
mail you a reminder and a 
linktothispublicationon 
our website eachnnonth, 
e-mail 1) your mailing 
addressasitappearsonthis 
puband 2) your e-mail 
addresstousat: 

medi acontacts4rad(a)Sate.mt.us 

You'll get thepublication 
much faster (in livingcolor) 
and we'll save money on 
printing and postage! 


^A'lm?!^^/^''^"^'''rDMp inflation rate ^ 

All Urban Consumers: CPI-U ^^ 
Relative 1 Month lYear 7 
Maior Expenditure Cateaorv Index Importance Aqo AaOwX 

ALL ITEMS 184.2 100% 0.6% 3.0%^^ 
Food & Beverage 179.2 16% 0.2% 1.5% 
Housing 184.3 41% 0.6% 2.9% 
Apparel & Upkeep 123.6 4% 2.5% -3.6% 
Transportation 161.0 17% 1.3% 7.0% 
Medical Care 294.2 6% 0.2% 4.3% 
Recreation 107.4 6% 0.2% 1.2% 
Education & Communication 109.4 6% -0.3% 2.6% 
Other Goods & Services 297.3 4% -0.1% 3.1% 

•The Consumer Price Index is a measure of -Using information from 1982, 1983 and 
the average change in prices paid by urban 1984 as the base level, the collected 
consumers (about 80 percent of the noninsti- pncesforthe month are used in calculat- 
tutional U .S. population) for a fixed collec- ing the CPI, which is one of the most 
tion of goods and services. followed economic indicators. 


3,000 copies of this publication 
were produced at a unit cost of 
43 cents per copy for a total 
costof $1,290.00, which 
includes $180.00 for printing 
and $1,110.00 fordistribution. 




•Each month the U.S. Bureau of Labor 'The I YedfAgo All ITEMS comparison in 
Statistics (BLS) collects prices for 80,000 the All Urban Consumers CPI table is the 
specific items throughout the U.S. from over figure used for the U.S. inflation rate. 
22,0000 retail and service establishments. • For more CPI information, visit the 
Rent paid is collected from 50,000 landlords Research and Analysis Bureau website, or 
and tenants. the BLS website at http://www.bls.aov/. 



